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I. Basis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which ha ^ e ^ n ^ h ^? 
' The receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to rn tivs report as ongmally filed 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)). 



Description, Pages 

1-38 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-17 



as originally filed 



2 With reoard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
languaSI in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under th.s .tern. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 anafor 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
' international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



the description, 
the claims, 
the drawings, 



pages: 

Nos.: 

sheets: 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes 

No: 

Inventive step (IS) Yes 

No: 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes 

No: 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Claims 1-17 
Claims 

Claims 1-17 
Claims 

Claims 1-17 
Claims 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: WO 95/08265 
D2: WO 93/16596 

D1 teaches the heat extrusion of a dry premix comprising the sulfonylurea compound, 
urea, one or more urea modifiers and optionally a base. 

D2 describes a method for reducing residual sulfonylurea herbicide contamination of 
spray equipment by requiring the formulation of the sulfonylurea active ingredient in the 
form of an agriculturally water soluble salt. The formulations described in D2 include 
dusts, granules, pellets, solutions, suspensions, but paste extrusion is not mentioned. 

Thus the subject-matter of claims 1-17 is novel (Article 33 (2) PCT) vis-a-vis each of D1 
and D2. 



The problem underlying the present invention may be seen as that of preparing 
sulfonamide herbicide formulations having satisfactory water dispersibility but also 
improved spray equipment clean-out properties. 

The above problem is solved by the claimed process which consists in paste extruding 
a mixture containing the sulfonamide herbicide free acid and sufficient base to reduce 
residues in spray equipment. An additional process step for preparing salts of 
sulfonamide herbicides is not required. The aforementioned solution is not suggested 
by D1 or D2 or their combination. Thus the subject-matter of claims 1-17 can be 
considered as being inventive (Article 33(3) PCT). 

The subject-matter of claims 1-17 is considered to be industrially applicable and the 
present application is therefore considered to satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 
33(4) PCT. 
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